excommunicating you.” [Eliezer] took him and went outside. He said, 
“O carob, carob, if the law accords with their view, uproot yourself,” 
and it did not uproot itself. “If the law is according to my view, uproot 
yourself,” and it uprooted itself. “If the law is like their view, return [to 
your place],” and it did not return. “If the law accords with my view, 
return to your place,” and it returned. 


III:4: Joshua b. Levi summoned a man to his court three times, and the 
man did not come. He sent him the message, “If it were not the case 
that in my entire life I have never declared a man to be subject to a 
herem, I should have declared you to be in herem.” For twenty-four 
reasons they excommunicated a person, and this is one of them. “And 
that if anyone did not come within three days, by order of the officials 
and the elders all his property should be forfeited, and he himself 
banned from the congregation of the exiles” (Ezra 10:8). Said R. Isaac 
b. R. Eleazar, “There are many more than those twenty-four cases 
scattered throughout the Mishnah.” 


II:5: There we have learned [cf. M. Ta. 3:6]: Simeon b. Shatah sent 
the following message to him [Honi the Rainmaker]: “You should be 
excommunicated. For if a decree had been issued along the lines of the 
decree in the time of Elijah [that there be no rain], would you not have 
turned out to bring the public to the profanation of the Divine Name? 
“And whoever brings the public to profane the Divine Name is to be 
excommunicated.” There we have learned [Y. R.H. 1:5]: Rabban 
Gamaliel sent the following message to him: “You hold the 
community back and turn out to make them stumble in the future. Will 
you not turn out to hold the community back from carrying out a 
religious duty? “For whoever holds the community back from carrying 
out a religious duty is to be excommunicated.” 


III:6: There we have learned: Whom did they excommunicate? It was 
Eleazar b. Hanoh, who cast doubt on the sages’ ruling about the 
cleanness of hands [M. Ed. 5:6P]. That is to say, he who casts doubt on 
a ruling, even if it derives from the rulings of scribes, is to be 
excommunicated. There we have learned: He said to them, “They 
administered [the bitter water given to a suspected adulteress] to make 
her into an example” [M. Ed. 5:6L]. 


III:7: He who is excommunicated by a master is excommunicated for 
the latter’s disciple. He who is excommunicated for the disciple is not 
deemed excommunicated so far as the master is concerned. He who is 
excommunicated for the chief of the court is excommunicated for a 

sage [who is a member of the court]. He who is excommunicated for a 


